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3024 Michigan Road, Madison, IN 47250

(812)273-1371   www.faithlutheran-madison.org                                       Rev. Jeffery D. Pßug, Pastor

So Much to be Thankful For

Thanksgiving Day has a higher and greater 
meaning for us as Christians. The word thanksgiving 
means Ògrateful acknowledgment for the past mercies 
of God.Ó This leads to our humble and truthful 
requests. We have so much for which to thank God. 
He gives us his Word, which is the living voice of our 
Lord. Through water and the Word of God, we are 
brought into his kingdom in Holy Baptism. The 
spiritual nourishment that gives us renewed strength 
for the daily tasks of this life comes in the Sacrament 
of the Altar, where we receive the true body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

God cares for our earthly needs as well. He 
provides us, as Luther says, Òwith all that I need to 
support this body and life.Ó In so many ways our Lord 
makes sure that we have what we need for body and 
soul. Prayers of thanksgiving include our personal 
prayer life, where we remember what God has done 
for us individually, beginning with Baptism and 
continuing with all else since we became his children. 
Such prayers flow out of our devotion to the Word of 
God, by which we are enriched and strengthened. As 
we gather for worship each LordÕs Day, our 
congregation joins together in prayer. We ask God to 
continue to bestow his grace on us, as we pray for our 

church, other people, and our nation. We hold before 
GodÕs throne of grace the needs of the people of God. 
This is what is meant by the invitation to pray: ÒLet us 
pray for the whole people of God and for all people 
according to their needs.Ó

Hearing the truth of GodÕs Word, we are confident 
in prayer. We know that God promises to hear and 
answer our prayers. Think of all the prayers that have 
gone forth from our sanctuary. Our sanctuary is GodÕs 
house, from which the prayers of the people of God 
go forth. It  is truly  a house of prayerÑ a holy place 
Ñ set apart for worship and prayer, so that we are 
able to pray, praise, and give thanks. We are 
strengthened in our faith as we pray for and receive 
the gifts of God.

On Thanksgiving Eve we will  gather in the 
sanctuary of God for a distinct purpose. We will  give 
thanksgiving with the rest of our nation as it 
celebrates this long standing, national holiday. As 
Christians, we will  carry our thanksgiving even 
further, as we confess Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Giver of all good gifts. We will  give thanks in our 
worship, in our prayers, and in the renewed lives we 
have in Jesus Christ. In His name we will  pray, praise, 
and give thanks. Be sure to join us! Amen.

   Pastor Pflug

Faith Talk

http://www.faithlutheran-madison.org
http://www.faithlutheran-madison.org
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Pr ayer R equests

                                        Please remember in your prayers ...

 �| Ruth Murray , who is recovering from surgery on November 10; Tom & Viv Burg, who 
 are shut-in, Mark Chally, brother of Annalisa Strickland, Ruth Goecker, mother of Debra 
 Rueter, Jim Klingler , who is battling cancer, Belle Mitchell, 2 year old daughter of Mr. & 
 Mrs. David Mitchell, close friends of Ryan Fields, Marian Schafer, former employee of Dr. 
 Gus Dunker, Diana Smith, aunt of Derrick Hamilton

Please contact Pastor Pflug or the church office during the week if you have prayer requests to include for the 
divine service. We also ask that you contact the church by the first of each month if you wish prayers for your 
loved one to continue during the divine service for the ensuing month. Thank you.

The Season of Advent  Ñ  Stories of Advent
Wednesday Evening Mid-Week Services

Service Time:  7:00 pm

 The Church Year provides us with a sacred sequence of observances and celebrations that assist us in 
experiencing the fullness of our Christian faith. Every season of the Church Year has a special meaning, 
distinctive customs, and its own history. Each Church Year begins on the First Sunday in Advent, a devotional 
time given for us as Christian people to be spent in remembering, repenting and rejoicing.
 Advent begins on the Sunday closest to the Festival Day of Saint Andrew, Nov. 30. This date for starting 
the Church Year provides four weeks for the preparation for the coming of Jesus as the Child of Bethlehem on 
Dec. 25.  The celebration of Advent began as early A.D. 490 and was called, Quadrigesima Sancti Martini, the 40 
day fast of Saint Martin of Tours, which began on Nov. 11 (also the day Martin Luther was baptized, hence his 
father named him "Martin"). Not until the 13th century did the four weeks of Advent, as we know them now, 
become established throughout the Western Church.
 Thr oughout the centuries Advent has been a sacred time for silence, expectation and faith as God's 
faithful remember the promise of Christ. Jesus will come again to His people in power and glory on the Last Day, 
just as He had once come among them in lowliness and humility in Bethlehem, and to this very day still comes to 
us, as He promised, through His means of grace, which are His Word and Sacraments (Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper). God grant us all a blessed Advent season as in faithful service we prepare for Christ's birth with: Advent 
Silence! Advent Expectation! Advent Faith!

Dec 2 - Advent Silence
  ZechariahÕs story  Ñ  Before We Can Speak, We Must Listen to Our Lord.

Dec 9 - Advent Expectation
  ElizabethÕs story  Ñ  GodÕs Gracious Gifts Exceed All Human Expectations.

Dec 16 - Advent Faith
    Mary's story  Ñ  God Gives Faith to Believe the Truth That Nothing Is Impossible for Him.
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The Call to Stewardship

It is easy to become relaxed and even lazy in our spiritual life, but God always calls us to
stretch beyond where we are both as individuals and as a congregation. Growth in our
study of God's Word, in our prayer life, in our service to people in need, and in our
faithful worship are all ways of stretching and revealing more of Christ in our lives.

Stewardship in the giving of our offerings also presents an opportunity for spiritual growth.

As you prayerfully consider the Lord's call to stewardship (see page 3), please do so from a "Gospel perspective." Allow
me to share some false approaches to stewardship and a more Biblical view - the "Gospel perspective."

I. The "Law Perspective"

Often stewardship is looked at from a "law" perspective. This means that we look at the stewardship of offerings as
an obligation that is laid upon us by God. The law orientation is: "You ought to do ..."; and, "You ought to give ..."
The law orientation makes us feel guilty and that we should do certain things to make God happy. It suggests that
there are certain things that we have to do to please God and so earn His favor.

But we know that there is nothing we can do to earn God's favor because in Christ, our relationship with God is
already secure because we are His baptized children, redeemed by "His holy, precious blood and His innocent
suffering and death."

II. The "Budget Alone Perspective"

Sometimes, too, stewardship is approached by looking only at the church's budget or at the weekly church's needs for
our time and offerings to carry out important tasks. While being informed about the church's budget is very
important, the "budget alone perspective" asks what the church needs at the present time and then we gear our
response to this.

But our gifts of time and offerings are sacrificial gifts to God and not just a response to the immediate needs of the
church's budget. The widow's mite was such a wonderful gift because she gave what she had to God - not what she
had to or because her gift was so helpful in meeting the Temple's budget. Our time and offerings are sacrificial
gifts to God in response for His gracious gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.

III. The "Investment Perspective"

It also happens that Satan leads us to think that the best way for us to secure blessings for ourselves in the future is by
first giving to God. "If I give to God, surely God is going to do great things for me." This perspective is really an
attempt to buy God's favor.

But God can't be bought. And there is no need to buy God's favor. As God's baptized children, we know that God

will lavish us with His blessings.

IV. The "Gospel Perspective"

The "Gospel" perspective stresses that God has saved us and has made us His children solely because He loves us. The
Savior's grace extends both to our soul and body, and He gives each of us undeserved yet bountiful blessings
and assures us of these blessings in the future and through eternity. In His love He has changed us by giving us
the Holy Spirit. And it is as changed people, as His redeemed children, that we respond with the giving of
our time and our offerings. "We love our God and Savior because He first loved us."

Continued on next page
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This is a Christ-centered and God-pleasing way to approach the giving of our offerings. It lets our generous use
of all that God has given to us flow from the new redeemed saint-status that God has given us. It is a
thanksgiving-filled approach to responding to God who has lavished us with such rich blessings.

May God grant us all a stewardship that is Gospel-oriented. May the Spirit who dwells within you lead you to
give generously of your time and your offerings to God!

A People of God Richly Blessed in Christ
Think of a few of the blessings that God has given to us:

! Himself, in the Person of the Savior, Jesus Christ!

! Spiritual blessings of faith, hope, love, forgiveness, peace, and so much more.

! Almost 50 years as a parish built on the faithful use of Word and Sacrament and as a member
congregation of the Lutheran ChurchÑ Missouri Synod.

! Christ-centered and Cross-focused liturgical worship.

! Bible study opportunities on Sunday and during the week.

! A unique and beautiful worship facility.

! Our Fellowship Hall, education wing and the landscaping of our property.

! An educational ministry which includes Sunday School, VBS, youth class, confirmation classes,
adult classes, and preschool.

! A staff which includes our pastor, secretary, organists, choir director, preschool director and aides,
and our custodian.

! Mission opportunities with preschool families, residents at Thornton Terrace, students at Hanover
college, as well as our neighbors, co-workers and friends.

! Dedicated lay leaders and workers.

! Service to our community at Madison State Hospital, and through the use of local media,                
e.g, Worship for Shut-ins (TV-15) and Light from the Cross (WKID, 95.9 FM)

! Dedication to our church through auxiliary groups such as LWML/Mission Guild

! An increasingly active youth program that features monthly activities with other Aurora Circuit
Youth; also the availability of summer trips to Camp Lakeview and Higher Things Conferences

! An enriching music program with our Choir.

! Several opportunities for Christian fellowship such as meals and picnics, softball, volleyball and
community festivals.

! A parish that actively supports missions at home and abroad.

! A parish that lives in peace and love, and prays that God may multiply her numbers through the
faithful witness to her Savior, Jesus Christ!

God has certainly blessed us richly!  Let us respond in thankfulness and generosity.
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Our Stewardship Response

Knowing that I am a part of God's family, the communion of saints, I desire to deepen my part of the
relationship by....

! attending church with my fellow saints regularly.

! including my brothers and sisters in Christ in my prayers, as I ask them to include me in theirs.

! strengthening my devotional life with Christ by studying His Word and receiving Holy
Communion frequently.

! prayerfully considering how my time and offerings may be used for the ministry and mission
of the church.

! giving the first-fruits of my blessings because I am granted faith by the Spirit.

I recognize that all I am, have and hope to be comes from Christ. In loving response to what He has done
for me, and with deep desire to help my congregation in its ministry of love and service, I accept my
responsibility as a Christian steward and together with my fellow believers, I promise my support. As God
blesses me, I will make the following commitment as indicated:

2010 Weekly Offer ing Pledge:     _____________________________

Please br ing this form to church on Sunday, November 22 (enclosed in an envelope with your
name on the envelope). Members may come forth dur ing the divine service and place their  pledge
before the Altar . I f you know you will unable to attend church, please mail this form to church.
Forms will not be reviewed by anyone; rather , they will be returned to you later  in 2010 with your
financial quar ter ly repor t for  your personal review. 

The chart below is provided to help assist you in determining your weekly offer ing. 

360.00300.00120.00     150.00    180.00    210.00      240.00     270.003,000156,000

240.00200.0080.00     100.00    120.00   140.00      160.00     180.002,000104,000
180.00150.0060.00      75.00      90.00   105.00     120.00     135.001,50078,000
144.00120.0048.00      60.00      72.00     84.00       96.00     108.001,20062,400
120.00100.0040.00       50.00      60.00     70.00        80.00       90.001,00052,000
96.0080.0032.00      40.00      48.00     56.00       64.00       72.0080041,600
72.0060.0024.00      30.00      36.00     42.00       48.00       54.0060031 ,200
60.0050.0020.00       25.00      30.00    35.00        40.00       45.0050026,000
48.0040.0016.00       20.00      24.00    28.00       32.00       36.0040020,800
36.0030.0012.00       15.00      18.00    21.00       24.00       27.0030015,600
24.0020.008.00       10.00      12.00     14.00       16.00       18.0020010,400

   18.00     15.006.00         7.50        9.00    10.50       12.00       13.00  1507,800

              Weekly Giving                                                      
   4%         5%       6%       7%        8%         9%        10%        12%   
12%   

Weekly
Income

Annual
Income
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The Cross is our Theology
Issues, Etc. is hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public 
Radio.   Topics include: Life After Death, 
Luther on Forgiveness, Dinosaurs, The 

Apocrypha, The War Against Fatherhood 
and more.

Listen to what you want when you want 
at www.issuesetc.org!

                                                                

CHANNEL TV 15 
MADISON

Pastor Ba kerÕs Radio Pr og r am 

Tune in also to Law and Gospel, hosted by Pastor Tom 
Baker on KFUO-AM radio, our synodÕs radio station 

based in St. Louis. Listen live via the internet. For live 
audio streaming go to www.kfuo.org and simply click on 
Òlisten-liveÓ. ÒLaw and GospelÓ is broadcast live between 

2 p.m.Ð 4 p.m. during which you may call in and ask 
Pastor Baker questions (800-730-2727). 

Visit his website at www.lawgospel.com for his blog, 
audio downloads, books, devotionals, and other resources.

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH WEBSITE ... 

Special thanks to David Riley for giving our church website 
Ñ www.faithluther an-madison.org  Ñ a new look. You will 
want to check out some of the new links, and if someone 
asks you about your church, you can always tell them about  
our website!

http://www.issuesetc.org
http://www.issuesetc.org
http://www.kfuo.org
http://www.kfuo.org
http://www.lawgospel.com
http://www.lawgospel.com
http://www.faithlutheran-madison.org
http://www.faithlutheran-madison.org
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LWML Activities

LWML Annual Christmas Party is Dec. 1st at 6 Pm at Marie’s.

The LWML plans to do a cookbook for our churchÕs up-coming 50th anniversary on February 2011. We 
invite all members to participate young and old in this project by submitting five of their favorite recipes to 
place in the cookbook. Please type or write out with your name on them and submit them to Linda Cummins 
mailbox or email them to squiggles_1951@hotmail.com

Madison State Hospital Christmas Party
Saturday, December 19th, at 1:30 p.m.

Please mark December 19th on your calendars as once again our congregation will host a Christmas 
party for one of the wards (Healing Heights) at the Madison State Hospital. This is a very special 
outreach celebration when we have the opportunity to share the love of Christ with those who 
suffer from serious mental illness. Please consider joining the ladies of the LWML/Mission Guild!  
More information will be forthcoming in the weekly bulletin announcements.

Voters’ Assembly News Briefs - October 30, 2008

MID-WEEK EVENING SER VICE TIMES ... At our October Voters' Assembly the Voters 
decided to change the mid-week services (e.g., Advent & Lent) from 7:30pm to 7:00pm. Our 
next mid-week Wednesday evening service is November 25th, which will be the Thanksgiving 
Eve Service (celebrated with the Lord's Supper). The Wednesday evening Advent Services will 
be on December 2nd, 9th, and 16th. Again, all service times will be 7:00pm.

We all enjoyed the wonderful 
meal during the LWML  potluck 

in October!

mailto:squiggles_1951@hotmail.com
mailto:squiggles_1951@hotmail.com
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Preschool Pauses
                     A Ne w School Y ear has Begun!                                  

The new school year is well underway and we are busy with many things including practicing for the Christmas 
Program as part of the worship service for December 13th. We are learning songs so that we can tell others about 
Jesus, GodÕs gift to all.

When our preschool began 11 years ago we participated in the Thrivent matching program for giving. This 
Giving Plus program will  be ending at the end of 2009 and we want to thank all of the people in the 
congregation for helping us get started. There will  be a new program in the Spring of 2010 that we will  be 
looking at. We will let you know about it soon. 

We have many people to thank for help in getting us started for this year so well. Cowboy Jerry visited to show 
us how to tag calves and rope a cow. He also has a set of bows and arrows we can practice with to see how the 
Native Americans did it  long ago. Thanks also to Debbi Reuter for all the leftover cups from Taco Bell during its 

closure. Glad to see them open again!!  Thanks to Angie Hamilton for the gourds we received during ÒgÓ week 
right before Halloween. Thanks also to Gail and Tim Crowley for leaving us the extra juice and cookies and to 
all the preschool parents for all the snacks and goodies they have brought in for us. 

Soup, Stew and Chili Brew Booth was a SUCCESS! 

2nd place was awarded for LindaÕs Hot Caramel  
Apple Cider Brew--What good cooks we have!

Thanks to all who volunteered and 
provided baked goods for sale.
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Member Spotlight
The Pr estons              

 

Hi, weÕre the Prestons Ð Perry, Kathe, 
Jackie, and Shelby.  WeÕll start with a little bit 
of background about our family.

Perry grew up in Corydon Ð he has an older 
sister and a younger brother.  Perry went to 
college at Purdue University, graduating with 
a degree in computer science and accepted 
a job with Indiana Farm Bureau Coop in 
Indianapolis.  I (Kathe) grew up in Seymour 
Ð I was a Darlage then.  I have an older 
sister and a younger sister.  I graduated from 
Hanover College with a degree in business 
administration and attended Faith while I 
was there.  I took a job with Indiana Farm 
Bureau Coop in Indianapolis.  And thatÕs 
where Perry and I met.

We were married in 1992 and bought a 
house in Wanamaker, on the southeast side 
of Indianapolis.  We attended church at 
Calvary in Southport.  Jackie was born in 
1994 and was sweet from the start.  ItÕs a 
good thing she was cute because she was 
not a baby that slept much.  Perry and I were 
exhausted all the time.  She was the first 

grandchild on both sides of the family, so she 
was a little spoiled.  But Jackie had to learn 
to share when Shelby was born in 1997.  
Shelby was a much better baby at sleeping Ð 
for the first month.  Then I donÕt think she 
slept thru the night until she was 5.  But she 
was so adorable, we loved her anyway. 

By this time, Indiana Farm Bureau Coop had 
merged with Countrymark Coop and then 
merged again with Land O Lakes.  The 
company was moving my job to Iowa and 
moving PerryÕs to Minnesota.  Since neither 
of us wanted to move so far away from 
family, Perry started job hunting.  And thatÕs 
how we ended up moving to Madison in 
2000.

Perry works at Grote as Corporate Director 
of Information Services.  In his free time, he 
likes to play tennis and volleyball, watch 
movies, and play Xbox 360 with Jackie.  I 
stayed at home until both Jackie and Shelby 
were in school, then I started working at our 
preschool as a teacher aide.  I like to do 
crafts, play tennis and volleyball also, and 
read.  Jackie is a Freshman at Southwestern 
this year.  She plays clarinet in the band and 
is in 4-H.  She likes to play Xbox 360 with 
Perry, read, and bake cookies. SheÕs been in 
DriverÕs Education and has her learnerÕs 
permit, so donÕt be surprised to see her 
driving.  Shelby is in 7h grade at 
Southwestern.  She likes to do crafts with 
me, play outside, and bake cookies.  She 
plays the piano and the flute. She and Jackie 
love to play with their new cousin, Lizzy, who 
is 6 months old, and are anxiously waiting for 
another new cousin to be born before 
Christmas.

                                   !!!"#!$%&'' ()!* +!,-'.(!/%(# '0)

http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/Theatre&image=t5.jpg&img=6&tt=
http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/Theatre&image=t5.jpg&img=6&tt=
http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?action=view&link=Clipart/Theatre&image=t5.jpg&img=6&tt=
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People to remember during
the month of November

ÒHAPPY BIRTHDAYÓ
              8 - Perry Preston
            19 - Alex Reuss
            21 - Wayne Severson
            23 - Lynne Abner
            24 - Coby Whittymore
            28 - Timothy Pflug
            29 - Hana Hoffman

ÒHAPPY ANNIVERSARYÓ
4 - Bing & Mary K. Dickerson

       9 - Greg & Keri Kuppler
     24 - Bob & Connie Posz

ÒBAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYSÓ
   3 - Greg Kuppler
        Ken Sauley
        Lorri Sauley
        Kensi Sauley
        Kyle Sauley
        Kaci Sauley

             7 - Mary Kathryn Dickerson
           10 - Melanie Riley

 17 - Tom Burg
 18 - Dave Riley
 22 - Andy Reuss
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Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, U.A.C.

3024 Michigan Road

Madison, IN 47250

Faith Talk                                                                                                                                                                     November 2009

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH
7:00 P.M.

Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service 
with the LordÕs Supper

Worship Schedule: The Divine Service begins at 10:30 am 
every Sunday, with the Lord's Supper celebrated every 1st, 
3rd and 5th Sunday of the month. Holy Communion is also 
celebrated on Festival Sundays (e.g., Pentecost, Trinity 
Sunday, Reformation Day, etc).


