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Lent - A time for Repentance and Faith

"You bid your people cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our
zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of
grace that belongs to the children of God."

These words are from the Preface for Lent, words
that are prayed before we partake of the Lord's body and
blood in Holy Communion. What other liturgical text
offers a clearer or more concise statement of the purpose
and theme for Lent? Lent is about repentance. It is also
about faith Christ. It begins with the dust of Ash
Wednesdays; it leads us through our Lord's Passion as He
travels toward Jerusalem and faces Calvary. There the
Son of God hangs from the cross, shedding holy blood
for an unholy people.

Truly, Lent is about repentance — but it is also
about the new life that is in Christ. The word Lent has its
origin from the German word, Lenz. Lenz means
"spring." As nature awakens from the death of winter, so
the Christian finds newness of life in Christ, the One
risen from sin's death.

So often we think of Lent as a time reserved for
the ashes of repentance. But ashes give no hope, neither
do they give new life. The ashes of Lent remind us who
we are — mortal, sinful transient, dust.

Their purpose is to prepare our hearts for the joy of
the paschal feast — EASTER!

Lent lasts for 40 days (not counting Sundays).
Sundays are and remain "Resurrection Days," days when
the risen and ever-living Christ is proclaimed. Jesus has
overcome sin, death, and the devil. Therefore, even
during the penitential days of Lent,
faith in Christ and the hope of life
everlasting must never be set aside.
Forgiveness of sin, life and, salvation
— these remain!!

This makes Lent a time to
remember our Baptism. For in the
plain and common water of Holy Baptism God buried
our sin in Christ's death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

Yes, Lent is about repentance. It is also about
faith in the living Christ, through whom God gives new
life to all who believe, that we might serve Him with our
lips and our lives.

May our loving Savior grant us a blessed Lenten Season,
for our good, and to His glory. Amen.

Pastor Pflug
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Prayer Requests

Please remember in your prayers ... |

In Our Prayers:

@ Those with long-term illnesses: Tom & Viv Burg; Mark Chally, brother of Annalisa Strickland;
Mike Dittmar, father-in-law of Ben Murray; Ruth Goecker, mother of Debra Rueter; Craig
Holley, close friend of Jana Hoffman's family; Matthew Obendorf; Roberta Simon, sister of
Rich Murray; Diana Smith, aunt of Dereck Hamilton; and Trevor Uebel

@ Our shut-ins, Jana Hoffman (Thornton Terrace) and Dorothy Hanna. Dorothy is spending
the winter months with daughter Kay in Florida.

@ Mary (Gibson) Murray and her unborn child ... Mary has been hospitalized at
University of Louisville with premature labor pains.

¥ Greg & Kim Thomas, who celebrate the birth of newborn son, Isaac (born in January)

@ Our confirmands, Joe Nchia, Jackie Preston, Alex Reuss and Kyle Sauley ... as they near
completion of their catechetical training (Confirmation is set for Sunday, May 3rd)

Please contact Pastor Pflug or the church office during the week if you have prayer requests to include for the
divine service. We also ask that you contact the church by the first of each month if you wish prayers for your
loved one to continue for the ensuing month. Thank you.

Jesus through middle eastern eyes ... is the topic of the Sunday morning adult bible class for the new year.
Middle Eastern believers have been called the forgotten faithful, and few are aware of the existence today of more than ten
million Arabic-speaking Christians. Speaking a Semitic language these Christians are a people who live, breathe, think, act and
participate in a culture not very removed from our Lord’s.
We who live in the West can learn much and gain fresh perspectives of the Scriptures from the faithful who have lived for|
two millennia in the regions surrounding the Holy Land. Our studies will include:
The Beatitudes (completed)
The Lord's Prayer (completed)
Dramatic Actions of Jesus
Jesus and Women
Parables of Jesus The Sunday Morning Adult Class meets from 9:15—10:15am

The Wednesday afternoon bible study group continues to meet at the home of the Burgs (1934 Van Buren),
from 1:15pm—2:15pm. We are discussing the parables of Jesus, with special focus on Luke 15 (Parable of the lost sheep;
lost coin; and lost son). Please consider joining us.
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WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS

Worship for Shut-Ins is also broadcast on the satellite provider DirecTV, channel 377, every Sunday at
11:30 a.m.

Every Sunday- 10:00 a.m. Light From the Cross- WKID 95.9 FM March’s speaker: Pastor Richard
Kolaskey, Trinity, Dillsboro

Pastor Baker’s Radio Program

Tune in also to Law and Gospel, hosted by Pastor Tom Baker on KFUO-AM

radio, our synod’s radio station based in St. Louis. Listen live via the internet.

For live audio streaming go to www.kfuo.org and simply click on “listen-live”. “Law and
Gospel” is broadcast live between

2 p.m.— 4 p.m. during which you may call in and ask Pastor Baker questions,

Telephone number is (800-730-2727).
Visit his website at www.lawgospel.com for his blog, audio downloads, books,
devotionals, and other resources.

OUR VALENTINES DINNER

The Valentine Dinner was a success! The youth group members did a great job as waiters,
waitresses, and drink, salad, bread, or dessert preparers. We raised over $600 - most of which was
matched by Thrivent. Special thanks to members of Faith who attended and brought their friends.
Also thanks to the youth group parents and leaders who prepared the entrees and cleaned up

afterwards.
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«2009 Indiana District LWML Retreat

"Cometo the Water"

Come all you who are thirsty/ come to the waters. Isaiah 55:1a

Clifty Falls State Park - Madison, IN
April 17 -18, 2009

"Come to the Water" at Clifty Falls State Park
for an inspirational journey that begins and ends with Christ.

Our Bible study leader will be Jan Struck.
Jan is a mother of six who shares her lifetime of bizarre
experiences with a sense of humor. With more than 35 years of
experience in teaching, motivating and entertaining, Jan brings a
fresh approach to the journey of faith and is sure to bring laughter

and inspiration to us all.

Our weekend will also include singing, devotional time, and

fellowship opportunities with other Christian ladies.

Registration forms are due by March 12, 2009. Registration forms are available from your society president

(News & Notes and SRD newsletters) or online at www.lwmlindiana.com
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Preschool Pauses

Spring is Coming!

Just as January started, another round of bad weather moved in. We did get
in 7 days of school before the last week of the month brought threats of more
snow. We have 2 new students in school now---Logan and Gabriel. They are doing
well and fitting in with the rest of the group.

Thanks to Lee Ann Smith for all the foam project kits she gave us with
activities for Valentine’s Day, Halloween, and when we get to the end of the
alphabet!

Guess What? We actually got a chance to go to school some days in
February. We all made Valentine boxes and traded them with everyone and got
lots of good things to eat too! Then near the end of February the weather got a
little better and the officers from the Jefferson County Sherift’s Department and
Officer Lee from the Madison Police stopped off to tell us about Safety. We got
lost of good books and stickers from them. Officer Lee brought cookies for all of
us too! That was the best part.

In MARCH we hope to have a visit from Dr. Dunker, the dentist. We’ll have to let
you know that that goes.



Member Spotlhight

(Marie with grandchildren Anthony ana Zachary)

Growing up in the Chicago area (Cicero)
my family always attended Missouri
Synod Lutheran Churches. My dad was
a blacksmith who could fix anything
and shoed horses in Addison, Ill and
Minnesota.

We joined a new south side church in
town and the family had quite a job
helping him keep it going since it was
prone to flooding during the rainy
season and lots of things needed to be
fixed. The family was from Northern
Germany and Christmas’s were special.
You've probably heard about the one
horse open sleigh being pulled behind a
’39 Dodge through the streets of
Chicago, but not about the live
Christmas trees with real candles at my

aunt’s home. Once I thought she was
coming to put them out near the end of
the evening, but NO! She replaced them
so the tree would last till after
midnight. After confirmation class, I
was drafted into teaching Sunday
School and haven’t stopped since.
When the families began to scatter,
mine came to Madison.

That was 30 years ago. Over the years
there has been choirs, church council,
LWML, Sunday school, and the
Preschool, which began 10 years ago
this year, with the help of course of
many people in the Faith family. I really
have to thank Pastor, Kathe, Melissa
and Jerry for keeping the preschool all
together and hope we can continue for
many more years. The new families and
their children area always a blessing for
our church.

When my daughter, Donna, graduated
from Purdue, she took off for William
Mitchell College of Law in Minnesota.
She is working for a school district
there, very active in her Lutheran
Church and now there are two
grandchildren, Anthony and Zachary,
Anthony loves hockey, school not so
much, and Zachary, who was born on
an Easter Sunday, loves Christmas too.
He gets to see his 12 cousins from all
over the U.S. and likes to sing, “Glory to
the NEWBORN KING”.

As written by Marie Pittman
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FAITH LUTHERAN DAYS

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15AM DIVINE SERVICE 10:30AM
Pastor Jeffery D. Pflug/ Church 273-1371
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Mid-Week Lenten Services — Every Wednesday, 7:30pm
Theme: The Spirit Anointed Christ
based on Luke 4:18-19

Palm Sunday — April S5th
Maundy Thursday Service — April 9th, 7:30pm
Good Friday Service — April 10th, 7:30pm

Easter Lily Memorials

Anyone wishing to provide an Easter lily for the sanctuary this Easter season, please complete the form below.
‘The cost is $10.00 per lily. Checks should be made out to the LWML/ Mission Guild. Please insert the completed
'form with your check in an envelope and place in the mailbox of the Church Secretary.

Easter Lily Order Form

Quantity: Cost is $10.00 each

Given in memory of: (if desired)

Given by: (if desired)
(A Wish to take lily home

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, U.A.C.
3024 Michigan Road

LUTHERAN Madison, IN 47250

CHURCH



